Seminar (‘Historical Contextualization’):

Resource-use in the Americas, 1500 to Present

Summer Semester 2017, May 18 to July 06, 2017, Room X A2-105
Guest lecturer Prof. Dr. Ted Beatty (Notre Dame), Asst. Prof. Dr. Eleonora Rohland

This course serves as a contextualization of the Seminar ,,Wood in the Americas, 1750 to present - Tracing a Resource from the Solar to the Fossil - to a New Solar? - Age“ (co-
taught with Prof. Dr. Joachim Radkau) as well as of the Seminar "'Development' in Latin America: Theory and Practice" (taught by Dr. Tobias Reu). Furthermore, it can also be
studied as an optional course in the BGHS Graduate Program. In a mix of reading and research-based classes we will work towards an overview of the evolution of resource and
energy use in both North and Latin America from 1500 to the present. We will retrace the ruptures and continuities in this process that lead up to our present troubled age of
global climate change, ‘Energiewende’ and the ‘Anthropocene’. Our approach will be an economic and environmental historical one. Expect a mix of primary source-reading,
empirical studies and theoretical texts. The course will be held in a 9 hour introductory block taught by Asst. Prof. Dr. Eleonora Rohland (Bielefeld) and in a 15 hour block co-
taught with international guest lecturer Prof. Dr. Ted Beatty (Notre Dame), Prof. Rohland will head the 6 hour summary block of the course.

Course Requirements: Readiness to converse and read in English; active participation in the group and plenary discussions of the seminar
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